Attorney Docket No. 137-3 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re patent application of: 

Daniel P. Sanders et al. 

Serial No. 10/689,804 

Filed October 20, 2003 

SYSTEM FOR KNOWLEDGE 
TRANSFER IN A GROUP SETTING 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Submitted herewith on the attached form, entitled Information Disclosure Statement by 
Applicant, is a list of documents of which Applicants are aware which they believe may be 
material to the examination of this application, and in respect of which there may be a duty to 
disclose in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56. In accordance with the Official Gazette notice of 
August 5, 2003 concerning information disclosure statements in patent applications filed after 
June 30, 2003, copies of the cited U.S. patents and the cited U.S. patent application publication 
are not submitted herewith. 1 Copies of the other cited references are enclosed. 

In addition, Applicants' undersigned attorney is informed that a version of a groupware 
system named DEBBIE 2 having different layers for student and teacher work, and meeting the 
description of independent claim 42 in the present application, was tested in a controlled 
environment - computer labs at DePauw University - in college courses in the fall of 2000 
(1 course), spring of 2001 (1 course), fall of 2001 (2 courses), spring of 2002 (1 course) and fall 
of 2002 (10 courses). Only the course instructors and students were permitted access to the 



1 1273 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 55 (August 5, 2003). 

2 DEBBIE is an acronym for DePauw Electronic Black Board for Interactive Education. 
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Group Art Unit 



Date of Deposit: December 23, 2003 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
the date indicated above. 
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system. Performance of the system during each course was monitored by co-inventor David 
Berque, a DePauw professor, who retained control over the system throughout this time period. 
Feedback through surveys and other reports was solicited and used to verify the usability and 
performance of the system. 

Also according to Dr. Berque, the version of DEBBIE referenced above was 
demonstrated on separate occasions for the following invited groups during the time period from 
March 2001 to April 2002: 1) DePauw's Board of Visitors, 2) spouses of DePauw's Board of 
Trustees, 3) the External Advisory Board for DePauw's Management Fellows Program, 4) Park 
Tudor High School Technology Club, 5) a group of admissions counselors from certain high 
schools, 6) DePauw's Mathematics Department faculty, 7) students in DePauw's Information 
Technology Associates Honors Program, and 8) a group from the University of Illinois. All such 
demonstrations were in the above-referenced computer labs at DePauw and were conducted 
under the control and supervision of Dr. Berque. There was no public use of the system, nor any 
offer to sell, and no handouts were provided. All the activity described above was non- 
commercial. 

This statement is being filed before the first Office Action on the merits, and therefore no 
fee is believed to be due. If any fee is due, however, the Patent and Trademark Office is 
authorized to charge any such fee except for an issue fee to Deposit Account No. 50-2176. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Bahret & Associates 
320 N. Meridian St., Suite 512 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
(317) 423-2300 
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